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Dear Friends,

Our issues of Northwest Crimson & Gray 

are sometimes thematic, focusing on important 

faculty research or student success. This issue is 

more eclectic. Research and the transformational 

experiences of our students are still front and 

center, but the overall picture we hope you get 

from this issue is that WSU Vancouver is a campus 

on the move.

We are entering the second year of our strategic 

plan, Destination 2021. I am grateful for the 

energy colleagues and those in our neighboring 

communities are putting into its success. It is 

guiding new initiatives that will strengthen and 

grow WSU Vancouver’s ties to the community and 

that will support WSU Vancouver students and 

faculty in their work.

In this issue, you’ll learn about the research conducted by Candice Goucher, the 2017 

recipient of the Chancellor’s Award for Research Excellence. Her historical research in African 

metallurgy and food is rooted in everyday lives and memories. You’ll learn how to detect 

fake news from Michael Caulfield, a nationally prominent expert on how to tell if information 

can be trusted or not. And you’ll see students’ entries published in this year’s Salmon Creek 

Journal, read about the impact of fine arts on the creative well-being of campus and meet 

the recipient of our annual Notable Alumni Award.

Taken as a package, this issue demonstrates our sincere and strong commitment to work 

that has a positive impact locally, nationally and internationally. I hope you will look for ways 

to join us as we embark upon another year on our way to Destination 2021. Learn more at 

vancouver.wsu.edu/strategic. 

Sincerely,

Emile “Mel” Netzhammer

Chancellor
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IN THE INTERNET ERA, IT IS  MORE DIFFICULT THAN EVER 
 TO BE ABLE TO SEPARATE FACT FROM FICTION.  

HELPING PEOPLE BECOME WEB LITERATE IS  
MICHAEL CAULFIELD ’S  PASSION.

News and 
misinformation
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Higher education has always aimed to help students become 

savvy consumers of information. It’s standard practice in college-

level writing to think critically, base your work on reliable sources and 

document them for your readers. 

But like the rest of society, higher education was not prepared for 

the internet age. When anyone can click to spread information rapidly, 

who knows what’s reliable anymore? The deluge of content on social 

media platforms, email, instant messages and more may be impulsive or 

thoughtful, “fake news” or authentic. Figuring out what to believe  

takes work.

Michael Caulfield has been thinking about this subject for a long time. 

Caulfield, who is director of blended and networked learning at WSU 

Vancouver, is a prolific and nationally prominent expert on learning how 

to tell whether news and information can be trusted or not. 

The past couple of years have clarified that a critical aspect of web 

literacy is learning to become effective consumers as well as producers of 

information. That is, we all need to know how to tell whether information 

is reliable, and how to share information responsibly as well.

“We live in a world where everybody is now a publisher,” Caulfield 

said. “You can repost, share, comment, retweet, Tumbl, Instagram 

it—whatever you do, you’re a publisher, and if you’re passing along 

information to other people, you’ve got to take the two or three minutes 

[he says a basic check can take 90 to 120 seconds] to make sure it’s not 

completely false. … That doesn’t seem to be a heavy tax on sharing. If you 

can’t take a few minutes to make sure it’s correct, you shouldn’t be in the 

business of publishing stuff, even to your circle of friends.”

I N  T H E  B E G I N N I N G
Caulfield’s passion for the subject and his expertise have evolved 

through both his professional life and his personal interests. He has spent 

part of his working life helping faculty in positions at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, Keene State College and now WSU Vancouver 

integrate web tools into the classroom. 

These skills are necessary not only for identifying political 

misinformation, but also for research in the classroom and on the job. 

Caulfield began digging into the subject in 2004 while developing 

search engines for a news archiving company. “You start to think about 

what is it you really want when you’re searching,” he said. “And once 

you’re tuned into this, there’s a slow accumulation of tricks … like learning 

how to use date filters to find the original source of a story or, more 

recently, figuring out whether a user is Twitter-verified or not and what 

that means.”
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Tip: To learn power searching tricks, Caulfield recommends this free,  

self-paced Google course: powersearchingwithgoogle.com.

FACT-CHECKING ON THE WEB
Many websites seek to sort fact from 

fiction. Here are some Caulfield recommends 

whenever you’re confronted with a dubious 

claim. These websites cover recent and 

featured news. 

•  FactCheck.org: Considers itself a consumer 

    advocate for voters; a project of the

    Annenberg Public Policy Center of the

    University of Pennsylvania. 

•  FactCheck.org/SciCheck: Investigates

    scientific claims made by partisans to 

    influence public policy. 

•  Hoax-Slayer.com: Investigates email and

    social media hoaxes and combats spam. 

•  Politifact.com: Investigates claims by

    public officials or of political importance and

    subjects them to its Truth-O-Meter. 

•  Snopes.com: Longstanding fact-checking

    source for urban legends, folklore, myths,

    rumors and misinformation. 

•  TruthOrFiction.com: Investigates

    “eRumors.”

Wikipedia is “an interesting case,” 

according to Caulfield. “Teachers often malign 

it, but we’ve found that not only is it highly 

accurate on most subjects, but its long-time 

editors are some of the best fact-checkers 

around. In most cases, Wikipedia should be 

your first stop, and if you have concerns about 

the information there, follow the links in the 

footnotes; most articles are well-cited.”  


